
ZCOG SCHOLARSHIP PROVIDES 
ACCESS TO PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FOR LATIN 
AMERICAN PROFESSIONALS

“Give a man a fish, you feed him for a day.   
Teach a man to fish, you feed him for a lifetime.”

 Chinese proverb attributed to Lao Tzu

Latin America is one of the most biologically diverse regions on 
earth, as well as a region that faces significant conservation 
challenges from accelerated habitat loss and species extinc-

tions.   Protecting and preserving the area’s rich biodiversity, which 
includes approximately 27 percent of the world’s mammals, 43 per-
cent of all birds, and nearly half of the planet’s amphibians, is a con-
servation challenge that requires collective action from a diverse set 
of institutional actors, including zoos and aquariums.   With annual 
visitation exceeding 100 million people, Latin American zoos and 
aquariums are uniquely positioned to impact regional conservation 
efforts.  Located mostly in urban settings, Latin America’s zoologi-
cal facilities possess tremendous potential to inspire environmental 
awareness by offering visitors opportunities to interact with native 
flora and fauna and to learn how to support wildlife conservation 

programs.  Yet many Latin American facilities lack the resources and training necessary to fulfill their role 
as proactive wildlife conservation centers.  Dr. Mauricio Fabry Otte, Director of Chile’s National Zoo and 
President of Latin America’s regional zoo and aquarium association (ALPZA) cites a “traditional lack of access 
to professional training opportunities” as a significant impediment to the institutional development of Latin 
American zoos and aquariums.   This lack of access to professional development also limits the potential of 
Latin American zoological facilities to contribute to conservation efforts.
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AMPHIBIAN BIOLOGY AND 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT SCHOOL
The amphibian crisis is significant, it is worldwide, and it 
is all too real.  At least a third of all amphibian species are 
threatened with extinction, a fact that represents a sig-
nificant conservation emergency. The only hope of saving 
many of these unique and valuable creatures  is to create 
assurance populations for animals in secure facilities, isolat-
ing them from the many threats that endanger their futures 
in the wild (disease, habitat destruction, etc.). These ex-situ 
programs are stopgaps that require dedicated, trained staff 
to maintain animals properly while others work to mitigate 
threats in the wild and hopefully make it possible for these 
species to exist again in nature.  AZA’s Amphibian Biology 
and Conservation Management School (ABCM) was created 
six years ago specifically to address the amphibian crisis 
by increasing the available expertise (capacity) in zoos and 
other conservation facilities for these assurance popula-
tions.

The amphibian crisis is a global issue, requiring individual 
efforts in range countries and international partnerships to 
assist these efforts. ABCM has taken on this challenge by 
providing training for many international colleagues from 
15 countries and one U.S. territory, literally from every con-
tinent except Antarctica.   Over the last three years and five 
classes, international colleagues have represented 20 per-
cent of the total students attending. 

The international students not only learn a great deal by 
attending ABCM, they have also brought their own distinc-
tive perspectives and knowledge to the class. This has added 
an extra dimension for the U.S. students attending, who get 
to learn about conservation issues, conservation initiatives, 
and conservation solutions from very different viewpoints.   
Even more noteworthy is the networking opportunities 
that has been created for AZA and international colleagues 
through ABCM.  The student interactions have developed 
into several collaborative conservation efforts creating 
partnerships reaching far beyond North America.   This is a 
worldwide crisis, it needs worldwide attention, and it needs 
worldwide collaboration.  ABCM is one program that has 
made substantial contributions to amphibian conservation 
by creating additional capacity throughout the world to 
deal with this crisis.
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